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The Youth Coalition of the ACT acknowledge the traditional owners and continuing custodians of the 
lands of the ACT and pay our respects to the Elders, families and ancestors.  
 

We acknowledge that the effect of forced removal of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children 
and young people from their families as well as past racist policies and actions continues today. We 
acknowledge that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples hold distinctive rights as the original 
people of modern-day Australia including the right to a distinct status and culture, self-determination 
and land. We celebrate Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures and the invaluable contribution 
they make to our community.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About the Youth Coalition of the ACT  
 
The Youth Coalition of the ACT is the peak youth affairs body in the Australian Capital Territory. The 
Youth Coalition's vision is for an ACT community that values and provides opportunity, participation, 
justice and equity for all young people. The Youth Coalition undertakes policy development, sector 
development, research and evaluation, advocacy and representation activities to improve outcomes 
for young people and their families.  
 
A key role of the Youth Coalition is the development and analysis of ACT social policy and program 
decisions that affect young people and youth services. The Youth Coalition facilitates the 
development of strong linkages and promotes collaboration between the community, government 
and private sectors to achieve better outcomes for young people in the ACT.   
 
Prepared by Erin Barry and Dr Justin Barker, Youth Coalition of the ACT.   
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ACT Budget Highlights 
 

This briefing provides an overview of the key initiatives announced in the ACT 

Budget 2022-2023 that affect young Canberrans aged 12-25 and their families. 
 

The 2022-23 ACT Budget delivers funding across a range of key areas, such as public health 

(including alcohol and other drugs and mental health), housing, education, climate change, family 

safety and child protection, with limited funding directed towards youth-specific initiatives. A full 

summary of new Budget announcements that affect young people and their families is provided at 

the end of this briefing. Key highlights include: 

 

 

 

Our Response to the ACT Budget 2022-23 
 

The Youth Coalition’s key areas of advocacy to the government, industry and community over 

recent years have focused on raising the minimum age of criminal responsibility, youth mental 

health, and early support for children, young people and families. Our response to key elements of 

the ACT Budget is provided below.  

 

1. Responding to young people with mental health concerns  

 

We welcome the funding for a new youth-at-risk program, for young people and young adults who 

are experiencing or at risk of mental health concerns and/or suicide and self-harm; and funding for 

an implementation review of the Youth Aware of Mental Health program. Funding for the youth-at-

risk program was announced as part of the Bilateral Schedule on Mental Health and Suicide 

Prevention: ACT between the ACT Government and the Commonwealth. It is hoped that this 

program will provide support to those young people with complex needs, comorbidities or co-

occurring issues, and who are affected by trauma. These young people are often ineligible for or 

experience significant barriers accessing existing mental health services. This was highlighted 

through the recent ‘Missing Middle’ project that the Youth Coalition conducted in collaboration with 

● Delivering the Next Steps for Our Kids Strategy 2022-2030: $66.2 million over 

four years to expand investment in targeted, culturally safe and therapeutic 

family support services, and providing safe, stable living arrangements for those 

children who require out of home care.  

● Expansion of suicide prevention programs and mental health support for at-

risk young adults: $8.1 million over four years to expand mental health supports 

for young people and young adults to address priority needs of young people 

who are experiencing or at risk of mental health concerns and/or suicide and 

self-harm through implementation of a Youth at Risk Program and an 

implementation review of Youth Aware of Mental Health.   
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the Office for Mental Health and Wellbeing, and Capital Health Network. It is essential that the 

design and development of this program occurs collaboratively with key stakeholders, to ensure 

that the program is accessible and responds appropriately to community need.  

 

Funding to establish an adult Dialectical Behavioural Therapy (DBT) program, and a mother-infant 

DBT service is welcome. There is a need for youth DBT services to receive ongoing and expanded 

funding. The WOKE Program at the University of Canberra addresses a major need and service gap 

in the ACT youth mental health system, by delivering a free early intervention DBT program to young 

people, and their parents. The recent program evaluation demonstrated significant reductions in 

symptoms, distress, suicidal ideation and dysfunctional coping for young people who took part, who 

also significantly improved their coping strategies. Furthermore, young people had maintained or 

improved these positive outcomes three months after finishing the program. The WOKE Program 

also builds the capability of clinical psychology students to understand and deliver DBT approaches, 

thereby contributing to building the capacity of the broader mental health workforce in the ACT. 

The future funding of this program is currently uncertain, and young people, families and student 

clinicians have expressed their strong support for this program to receive continued funding.  

 

2. Raising the minimum age of criminal responsibility  

 

The ACT Budget reaffirms the ACT Government’s commitment to raise the minimum age of criminal 

responsibility, in line with recommendations from the United Nations Committee on the Rights of 

the Child1.  The Youth Coalition strongly supports raising the minimum age of criminal responsibility 

from 10 to 14 years, alongside experts and advocates across the human rights, Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander, medical and legal sectors. 

 

Further work is required to design the service system response to meet the needs of children and 

young people aged 10-13, and their families, to ensure that critical and coordinated supports are in 

place for children aged 10-13 years. This design work needs to align with current sector reforms 

related to delivery of the Next Steps for Our Kids Strategy 2022-2030, and as services funded 

through the Child, Youth and Family Services Program (CYFSP) shift towards commissioning. We will 

continue to work actively with government and community partners to progress this work.  

 

3. Delivering the Next Steps for Our Kids Strategy 2022-2030 

 

The ACT Budget includes significant funding of $66 million over four years, to expand investment in 

targeted, culturally safe and therapeutic family support services, and to provide safe, stable living 

arrangements for those children who require out-of-home care. The Next Steps for Our Kids 

Strategy recognises the need for trauma responsive approaches, to build shared tools between 

CYPS and non-government organisations, to implement recommendations from the Our Booris, Our 

Way Review, and support young people into adulthood. These are positive steps towards improving 

child protection responses for children, young people and families. It is necessary to work towards 

building a collaborative, robust and sustainable system and workforce to support improved 

outcomes for children and young people, and their families and carers.   

 

 

 

 
1 2022-23 Budget Outlook, p 84 

https://www.chnact.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/WOKE-Final-Evaluation-Report.pdf
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4. Preventing and responding to family violence and sexual assault 

 

The ACT Budget includes funding through the Community Services Directorate for a range of 

initiatives directed towards preventing and responding to family violence and sexual assault. These 

are detailed at the end of this Budget Briefing and include initiatives that aim to improve service 

system capability, navigation and planning, and the delivery of service responses. These initiatives 

should consider how to respond to the needs of children, adolescents and young adults.  

 

Where to from here?  

 

This Budget Briefing will be provided to the ACT Legislative Assembly and ACT Government 

Directorates to inform the Budget Estimates process over coming weeks and will also inform our 

ongoing advocacy work.  

 

We will continue to work closely with the community sector and the ACT Government to progress 

the core priorities outlined in this briefing. This will include the development of key priorities for our 

upcoming submission to the 2023-24 ACT Budget. 
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Summary of ACT Budget announcements affecting young people and 

their families 

 

For a comprehensive overview and analysis of spending across the broader ACT community, 

please refer to the ACTCOSS Budget Response.  

 

Initiative Funding Details 

Community Services Directorate 

Construction of the 
purpose-built facility 
with the Gugan Gulwan 
Youth Aboriginal 
Corporation 

$19 million over 
three years with 
most costs offset  

The Government will provide additional funding to complete 
construction of new accommodation for the Gugan Gulwan 
Youth Aboriginal Corporation including the incorporation of 
detailed cultural design features.  
This initiative builds on funding since 2018-19 for the planning, 
design and construction of a purpose-built facility for Gugan 
Gulwan at its current site in Wanniassa. 

Next Steps for Our Kids 
Strategy 2022-2030 – 
More investment in 
therapeutic services 

$66.2 million over 
four years, with 
some costs offset 

The Government will begin implementation of the Next Steps 
for Our Kids Strategy 2022-2030 (Next Steps) by expanding 
investment in targeted, culturally safe and therapeutic family 
support services and providing safe, stable living 
arrangements for those children who require out of home care. 

Continued support for 
ACT community language 
schools 

$1.49 million over 
four years with 
some costs offset 

The Government will increase funding for the Community 
Language Schools program to support community language 
schools, including teacher professional development, a 
teaching resources fund and grants to support the 
establishment of the program in new schools. 

Community sector 
indexation 

$8.8 million over 
four years 
(additional costs 
offset) 

The Government is increasing funding to community sector 
organisations to reflect the recent Fair Work Commission 
Annual Wage Review by adjusting the Community Sector 
Indexation methodology to reflect the impact of the Award 
wage increase.  

Continuing the Children 
and Young People 
Equipment Loan Service 

$443,000 over 
one year 

The Government will continue the Children and Young People 
Equipment Loan Service (CAYPELS) in 2022-23 while a new 
service model is finalised. This program provides short-term 
loans of specialist equipment for ACT children who experience 
developmental delay, high physical or medical needs or 
disability. 

Refugee, asylum seeker 
and humanitarian 
support 

$180,000 over 
one year with all 
costs offset 

The Government will provide additional funding for the 
Refugee, Asylum Seeker and Humanitarian program to the end 
of 2022-23 to support ACT Services Access Card holders 
(asylum seekers). This funding will meet increased need for 
essential living costs such as housing support for vulnerable 
individuals and families.  

Improving safety at 
Bimberi Youth Justice 
Centre 

$975,000 over 
one year, with 
some costs offset 

The Government will provide additional funding to complete 
safety infrastructure upgrades to the Bimberi Youth Justice 
Centre.  
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Delivering the Family 
Violence Safety Action 
Program 

$5.9 million over 
three years with 
some costs offset 

The Government will transition the Family Violence Safety 
Action Pilot into an expanded Program (FVSAP) to provide a 
dedicated response to high-risk situations of domestic and 
family violence. The FVSAP provides intensive case 
management, case coordination and information sharing to 
support individuals and families at the highest risk of lethality 
from domestic and family violence. 

Domestic and Family 
Violence Training and 
Resources 

$1.8 million over 
two years, with 
costs offset 

The Government will establish domestic and family violence 
training and resources to enhance integration and 
coordination, across the domestic and family violence service 
system. This initiative will improve the capability of the 
domestic and family violence services sector to support the 
reduction and prevention of domestic and family violence and 
support victim-survivors to heal and recover. 

Implementing 
community-led family 
violence responses for 
Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander 
communities 

$1.8 million over 
four years, with 
most costs offset 

The Government will work with Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander communities to scope, design and implement 
culturally appropriate and relevant responses to domestic and 
family violence in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
communities.  

Providing support to 
people escaping 
domestic and family 
violence 

$620,000 over 
two years, with 
costs offset 

The Government will increase the capacity of the Domestic 
Violence Crisis Service to meet the demand for emergency 
accommodation to protect victim-survivors of domestic and 
family violence. The Government will also provide additional 
funding for the Canberra Rape Crisis Centre to provide frontline 
rape crisis services.  

Sexual Assault 
Prevention and Response 
Steering Committee’s 
final report – Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander 
consultation 

$935,000 over 
two years with 
some costs offset 

The Government will undertake broad consultation with 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities which will 
ensure culturally informed implementation of all 
recommendations in the Sexual Assault Prevention and 
Response Program Report.    
 

Sexual Assault 
Prevention and Response 
Steering Committee’s 
final report – Establishing 
a team of independent 
sexual violence advisors 

$1.48 million over 
four years 

The Government will establish independent sexual violence 
advisors in the ACT to provide on-the-ground expert advocacy, 
system navigation and linkages to services and supports for 
victim survivors of sexual violence.  

Sexual Assault 
Prevention and Response 
Steering Committee’s 
final report – Multi-
disciplinary centre 

$4.36 million over 
four years 

The Government will establish a Multi-Disciplinary Centre (MDC) 
to co-locate specialist sexual violence response services. This 
will include funding for a broad range of specialist roles within 
the MDC to provide best practice responses to meet the needs 
of victim survivors of sexual violence. 

Sexual Assault 
Prevention and Response 
Steering Committee’s 
final report – Prevention 
of Sexual Assault 
Strategy 

$1.09 million over 
four years 

The Government will develop a long-term strategy for the 
prevention of sexual violence to change the attitudes and 
behaviours that perpetuate sexual violence and implement 
tailored actions to reduce the risk and occurrence of sexual 
violence in all settings. The Government will also provide a one-
off research grant to undertake analysis to inform models of 
care in sexual assault forensic medicine in the ACT. 

Sexual Assault 
Prevention and Response 

$515,000 over 
four years (costs 

The Government will re-establish the wraparound service 
model to provide intensive care and support. 



 

 

 

 
A

u
g

u
st

 2
0

2
2

 

 
8 

Steering Committee’s 
final report –Reinstating 
the wraparound service 
model 

offset) 

Sexual Assault 
Prevention and Response 
Steering Committee’s 
final report – Specialist 
services review related 
to sexual violence 

$585,000 over 
two years 

The Government will undertake a specialist services review of 
agencies and statutory bodies providing services related to 
sexual violence. The review will aim to identify where further 
investment and changes need to be made to address victim 
survivors’ needs, operating practices, performance measures 
and standards, coordination systems and current funding 
arrangements. 

Sexual Assault 
Prevention and Response 
Steering Committee’s 
final report – Victim 
survivor consultation 
program 

$1.43 million over 
four years 

The Government will establish an ongoing structured 
consultation program with victim survivors of sexual assault. 
This consultation will continue to drive and inform reforms to 
the prevention of and response to sexual violence consistent 
with recommendation 1 of the Sexual Assault Prevention and 
Response Program Report. 

Implementing the ACT 
Carers Strategy 

$825,000 over 
four years 

The Government will further support the ACT Carers Strategy 
2018-2028, to improve outcomes for carers. This includes 
funding for community-based initiatives, awareness-raising 
activities including an annual event in recognition of carers, 
and resourcing to support the continued operation of the 
Carers Strategy Governance Group. 

Education Directorate 

Education Amendment 
Act 2022 

$2.1 million over 
four years 

The Government will operationalise key reforms in the 
Education Amendment Act 2022 to enable early identification of 
vulnerable students, and clarify and streamline 
non-government school registration. A Student Movement 
Register, a regulatory framework for non-government schools 
and a Registration Standards Advisory Board will be 
established.  

Embedding a safety 
culture within ACT public 
schools 

$1.1 million over 
one year 

The Government will establish a Safe@Schools taskforce to 
undertake a system-wide safety review to strengthen the 
safety culture within ACT public schools for teachers and 
students and provide additional resourcing for training, 
communication, and project management to support the 
teaching workforce. 

Equitable enrolment 
adjustment 

$3 million over 
one year 

The Government will continue to provide support for the 
growth in students with additional needs enrolled in ACT public 
schools. The funding will support increased enrolments of 
students with disability, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
students, students from culturally and linguistically diverse 
background and students with lower socio-economic status in 
the ACT public school system.  

Support for Aboriginal 
languages and cultures 

$600,000 over 
four years with 
costs offset 

The Government will provide a grant to the Winanggaay 
Ngunnawal Language Group to promote the integration and 
understanding of local Ngunnawal language and culture into 
ACT public schools and builds on the Government’s 
commitment to the Future of Education Strategy 2018-2028. 
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Investing in Gungahlin $19 million over 
four years with 
additional costs 
offset 

The Government will provide additional funding to meet the 
construction costs of expanding the Margaret Hendry School 
by 600 places and constructing a new public high school in 
Taylor which will have a permanent capacity of 800 places.  

Planning for increasing 
college capacity in 
Canberra’s north 

$1 million over 
one year with 
costs offset 

The Government will undertake master planning and 
preliminary design works for a second public college in 
Gungahlin. 

ACT Health Directorate and Canberra Health Services 

Expansion of suicide 
prevention programs and 
mental health support for 
at risk young adults 

$8.1 million over 
four years, with 
costs offset 

The Government will expand mental health supports for youth 
and young adults to address priority needs of young people 
who are experiencing or are at risk of mental health concerns 
and/or suicide and self-harm through implementation of a 
Youth at Risk program and an implementation review of Youth 
Aware of Mental Health.  

Increasing specialist 
health services for 
children and young 
people 

$4.8 million over 
four years, with 
costs offset 

The Government will boost outpatient paediatric services 
through the establishment of a neurodevelopmental and 
behavioural assessment and treatment service, as well as a 
GP-led multidisciplinary outpatient clinic for Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander children and young adults. The 
Government will also provide specialist therapeutic treatment 
for children and young people with harmful sexual behaviours 
and their families and carers. 

Continued support for 
the Home Assessment 
Acute Response Team  

$9.3 million over 
four years, with 
costs offset 

The Government will reduce pressure on hospitals by 
establishing a Territory-wide hospital avoidance strategy that 
will strengthen assertive community-based programs. The 
strategy will include continuing and expanding the Home 
Assessment Acute Response Team, extending operation of the 
Mental Health Consultation Liaison position at Calvary Public 
Hospital Bruce Emergency Department to 16 hours per day/7 
days a week, implementing an Adult Dialectical Behaviour 
Therapy Program and establishing a permanent Homeless 
Outreach Team. 

Development of the ACT 
Disability Health Strategy 
and First Action Plan 

$260,000 over 
one year, with 
costs offset 

The Government will develop the ACT Disability Health Strategy 
and First Action Plan. The Strategy and Action Plan will be co-
designed with the disability community to improve health 
outcomes for people with disability, their families and carers. 
 

Expanding investment in 
suicide prevention and 
support programs 

$3.5 million over 
four years, with 
costs offset 

The Government will increase investment in suicide prevention 
programs to assist individuals following a suicide attempt 
and/or suicidal crisis. This will include follow-up care post 
hospital discharge and broader referral pathways, assertive 
outreach and psychosocial supports and continue the ongoing 
expansion of postvention services. 

Expansion of the Police, 
Ambulance and Clinician 
Early Response mental 
health program (PACER) 

$1.9 million over 
one year, with 
some costs offset 

The Government will extend the second team for the Police, 
Ambulance and Clinician Early Response (PACER) program put 
in place during the COVID-19 pandemic for a further 12 months. 

Meeting the health needs 
of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait islander detainees 

$9.4 million over 
four years, with 
some costs offset 

The Government will provide ongoing funding to support the 
continuation of the Winnunga Nimmityjah Aboriginal Health 
and Community Services’ holistic model of health service 
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at the AMC through the 
Winnunga Model of Care 

delivery to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander detainees at 
the Alexander Maconochie Centre (AMC). 

More nurse practitioners 
at walk-in centres 

$3.05 million over 
four years, with 
costs offset 

The Government will deliver more care closer to where people 
live by increasing the number of nurse practitioners across five 
walk-in centres located in Belconnen, Tuggeranong, Inner 
North, Weston and Gungahlin to ensure that a nurse 
practitioner is available at every walk-in centre on each shift.  

Strengthening mental 
health support services 
for families, adolescents 
and young children 

$14.4 million over 
four years, with 
costs offset 

The Government will enhance community-based and Canberra 
Health Services responses for perinatal, infant and child (0-12 
years) mental health and wellbeing. This includes undertaking 
work towards consistent universal perinatal mental health 
screening and minimum data collection, expanding the 
Childhood Early Intervention Team into the Gungahlin Child and 
Family Centre, and establishing a mother and infant dialectical 
behavioural therapy service. 

Continuing to deliver 
better care for vulnerable 
people with complex 
needs 

$3.4 millions over 
four years, with 
costs offset 

The Government will provide funding for the continuation of 
successful primary care programs for vulnerable Canberrans 
with complex needs in partnership with three services – 
Directions, the Junction and Companion House. 

Expanding the allied 
health workforce to 
deliver exceptional 
healthcare for patients 

$16.3 million over 
four years, with 
costs offset 

The Government will significantly increase allied health staffing 
across the Canberra Hospital campus, delivering more 
Aboriginal liaison, audiology, nutrition and dietetics, exercise 
physiology, occupational therapy, physiotherapy, psychology, 
social work and speech pathology workers. Timely and 
evidence-based allied health interventions will improve patient 
recovery and functional outcomes; reduce hospital length of 
stay and readmission rates; reduce emergency wait times; and 
reduce the rate and severity of hospital acquired 
complications. 

Making medical and 
surgical abortions more 
affordable 

$4.6 million over 
four years, with 
costs offset 

The Government will improve affordability and access for both 
medical and surgical abortions, making both services free for 
people seeking abortion up to 16 weeks in the ACT, and will 
provide funding for long-acting reversible contraceptives at 
the time of abortion. 

More alcohol and other 
drug services – 
continuing support for 
treatments and services 
in the community 

$1.6 million over 
two years, with 
most costs offset 

The Government will continue its investments to reduce the 
harm caused by alcohol and other drugs by expanding targeted 
treatment of methamphetamine dependence, funding a new 
support service for families, carers and children of people who 
use drugs, and boosting funding for residential alcohol and 
drug treatment services.  
Funding will also be provided to enhance the real-time 
prescription monitoring system, Canberra Script.  

Ngunnawal Bush Healing 
Farm – residential 
service delivery trial 

$30,000 over four 
years, with 
additional costs 
offset 

The Government will begin the transition to a residential 
program at the Ngunnawal Bush Healing Farm. 
The Government will also upgrade nurse call and duress alarms 
at the facility. 

Watson Health Precinct 
redevelopment  

$1.59 million over 
two years 

The Government will take the next steps in the redevelopment 
of the Watson Health Precinct involving site preparation, 
detailed design and commissioning work, and alcohol and other 
drugs training for relevant staff to support the construction 
and operation of an Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
alcohol and other drug residential rehabilitation facility. 
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Housing ACT 

Expanding specialist 
homelessness service 
capacity 

$7.2 million over 
three years 

The Government will continue specialist homelessness 
programs that commenced operation during the COVID-19 
pandemic and further expand the capacity of frontline 
homelessness services in 2023-24 and 2024-25. The 
Government will also enhance the specialist homelessness 
information platform and work with the homelessness sector 
to develop a shared practice framework and tools.  

Securing high quality 
public housing 

$57.2 million over 
one year 

The Government will further invest in additional public housing 
repairs and maintenance to maintain high quality public 
housing, while also growing available public housing stock 
under the Growing and Renewing Public Housing Program.  

Year Four of the Growth 
and Renewal Program 

$29.9 million over 
three years, with 
additional costs 
offset 

The Government will expand the Growing and Renewing Public 
Housing program by a further 140 public housing dwellings, 
delivering on the Parliamentary and Governing Agreement for 
the 10th Legislative Assembly commitment to provide 400 
additional public housing dwellings.  

Justice and Community Safety Directorate 

Establishment of the 
Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Children’s 
Commissioner 

$3.59 million over 
four years 

The Government will establish an independent Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Children’s Commissioner, in line with the 
recommendations of the Our Booris, Our Way report, and a co-
design process undertaken with community. The 
Commissioner will be dedicated to improving services and 
outcomes for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and 
young people, including those in the child protection system, 
through individual and systemic advocacy. 
This initiative continues funding for an interim Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Children and Families Advocate until the 
appointment of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Children’s Commissioner. 

Continuing to reduce 
harmful impacts from 
electronic gaming 
machines 

$1.4 million over 
one year, with 
some costs offset 

The Government will undertake design work to support the 
introduction of $5 bet limits and $100 load-up limits on ACT 
electronic gaming machines (EGMs).  
This initiative builds on recent actions by Government to 
reduce harm from gaming while supporting sustainable clubs, 
including the establishment of the Community Clubs Ministerial 
Advisory Council, and the EGM buyback scheme to reduce the 
number of EGMs in the ACT. 

Additional legal 
assistance for vulnerable 
members of the 
community 

$3.05 million over 
three years 

The Government will continue support over multiple years to 
assist the ACT’s community based legal assistance sector, and 
respond to a recommendation of the Our Booris, Our Way report 
by establishing a new Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander care 
and protection legal advocacy service.  

More support for Legal 
aid and Criminal Case 
Conferencing 

$2.8 million over 
four years 

The Government will provide more resources to Legal Aid’s 
Family Violence Unit, the Older Person's ACT Legal Service and 
Legal Aid’s helpline to strengthen Legal Aid's capacity to 
support vulnerable members of the community and manage 
the ongoing increase in demand for these services in the ACT. 
The Government will also continue to support Criminal Case 
Conferencing in the ACT Supreme Court, which encourages 
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early settlement discussions to conclude matters before trial 
or reduce matters before trial. This improves the overall 
efficacy of the criminal justice process. 

Reducing over-
representation of 
Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islanders in the 
ACT criminal justice 
system 

$11.4 million over 
four years 

The Government will deliver a range of programs and initiatives 
focused on addressing the over-representation of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander people in the ACT criminal justice 
system. The program combines new initiatives that are 
expected to make a real and immediate impact, and the 
continuation of established programs that have been 
demonstrating positive results.  
These initiatives include the screening of detainees for 
cognitive disability; the expansion of the Galambany Circle 
Court; re-establishing the Interview Friends program; 
continuing the On Country Program; and a one-on-one 
intensive case management program for Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander detainees to reduce recidivism.  
Flexibility is also provided in the program for future initiatives 
to be introduced based on consultation with the Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander community. 

Victims of Crime 
Registers 

$1.6 million over 
four years 

The Government will provide additional resourcing for Victim 
Support ACT to take on administration of the three victims 
registers – the Adult Register, the Youth Justice Register, and 
the Affected Persons Register. With this resourcing, Victim 
Support will act as a central point, maximising accessibility, 
increasing awareness, and ensuring victims receive crucial 
information and support. This initiative will also uphold victim 
rights to participate in post-sentence justice proceedings, 
ensuring victims are supported to provide submissions at the 
ACT Civil and Administrative Tribunal and to the Sentence 
Administration Board if they wish to do so.   

Sexual assault and child 
abuse protection team 

$3.8 million over 
four years 

The Government will bolster the Sexual Assault and Child Abuse 
Team within ACT Policing to increase the level of service to the 
community, as part of ACT Policing and the Government’s 
continuing efforts to improve the justice system response to 
sexual assault.  

Supporting the Human 
Rights Commission 

$278,000 over 
two years 

The Government will provide additional resourcing to the 
Human Rights Commission (HRC) to address an increasing 
number of complaints received by the Commission. This will 
support Canberrans to use the HRC’s complaint process to 
seek remedy.  

Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate 

Supporting organisations 
to provide physical 
activities to children and 
young people 

$1.82 million over 
three years 

The Government will provide grants for initiatives to support 
vulnerable or disadvantaged children to participate in sport and 
recreational activities that improve their physical wellbeing, 
health and social skills. Funding will be provided to the Physical 
Activity Foundation, the Heart Foundation, Kulture Break, 
Abilities Unlimited Australia, Pegasus Riding School and Every 
Chance to Play. 

Gungahlin tennis facility $9.8 million over 
two years, with 
most costs offset 

The Government will build a new tennis facility in Amaroo, 
including 10 full-sized tennis courts, a hitting wall, a community 
pavilion and two hot shot courts. Tennis Australia and Tennis 
ACT will contribute to the costs of the Gungahlin facility. 
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Strengthening the 
tertiary education sector 

$4.19 million over 
four years  

The Government will extend and refresh Study Canberra to 
focus on partnering with our tertiary education institutions to 
attract and retain more domestic and international students 
and help the recovery of this sector.    

Implementing the Capital 
of Equality LGBTIQ+ 
Strategy 

$3.7 million over 
four years with 
most costs offset 

The Government will continue the implementation of the 
Capital of Equality Strategy to improve the wellbeing of 
LGBTIQ+ Canberrans, their families and communities through a 
range of programs. 

Supporting Canberrans 
born with variations in 
sex characteristics 

$1.44 million over 
four years 

The Government will implement reforms to support people with 
variations in sex characteristics. This includes funding for 
dedicated healthcare workers and support, a new statutory 
body to support best treatment practices, awareness 
campaigns and a boost to A Gender Agenda’s peer support 
fund. 

Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate 

Vulnerable Household 
Energy Support Scheme 

$8.4 million over 
four years with 
additional costs 
offset 

The Government will continue the Vulnerable Household 
Energy Support Scheme to provide support for community 
housing providers, eligible private rental providers and low-
income homeowners to install insulation and replace gas 
appliances with more efficient electrical heating and cooling 
appliances, hot water heat pumps and stove tops. The Scheme 
will also support insulation and electrification upgrades to 
public housing properties. 

Delivering more 
affordable housing 

$0 (costs offset) The Government will continue to implement the ACT Housing 
Strategy.  
This will include a range of programs and projects to support 
affordability and delivery of affordable housing, particularly for 
low to medium income households. This includes examination 
of the Affordable Home Purchase Scheme, progressing build-
to-rent projects, investigating a shared equity scheme, 
consideration of demonstration housing projects and relevant 
policy changes, and examination of opportunities to enhance 
community housing. 
This will also involve working with the Commonwealth 
Government on the delivery of the Housing Australia Future 
Fund, Help to Buy Scheme and National Rental Affordability 
Scheme to support delivery of more affordable housing in the 
ACT. 

Transport Canberra and City Services Directorate 

Delivering a destination 
playground in the inner 
north 

Costs offset The Government will deliver a destination playground in the 
inner north, catering for a range of age groups. The playground 
will include park seating, picnic tables, nature play equipment, 
static exercise equipment, synthetic soft-fall, two multi-use 
courts, a bike track and toilet facilities. The playground will be 
co-located with the Academy of Interactive Entertainment 
(AIE) campus in Watson and includes a $200,000 contribution 
from the AIE towards all-ages sports facilities. 
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Delivering a new library 
and community hub in 
the Molonglo Valley 

$200,000 over 
two years 

The Government will undertake community co-design for a new 
library and community facility in the Molonglo Commercial 
Centre. This process will provide an opportunity for the 
community in the Molonglo Valley to determine their priorities 
for a future new facility, along with the range of other 
community facilities currently being developed in the region.     
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