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ACT Budget Highlights 
 
This briefing provides an overview of the key initiatives announced in the ACT 
Budget 2021-2022 that affect young Canberrans aged 12-25 and their families. 
 

“The pandemic has been particularly tough for younger people starting out in 
their careers and those who have lost employment … Young people in 

particular are suffering in the face of this global uncertainty, and separation 
from friends and loved ones.”  

Chief Minister’s Budget Speech, 2021-22 ACT Budget, p 9.  

 
The 2021-22 ACT Budget delivers significant spending to support the Canberra community to 
recover from the impact of the COVID-19 global pandemic. This includes a range of initiatives that 
aim to support young people and families, including those who are most vulnerable. The ACT Budget 
delivers funding to support children and young people at risk of homelessness or involvement with 
the justice system, those experiencing mental health issues, and expands support within schools 
and to support families affected by family and domestic violence.  
 
A full summary of new Budget announcements that affect young people and their families is 
provided at the end of this briefing. Key highlights include: 

● Preventing children and young people from becoming homeless: $7 million to 
deliver the Safe and Connected Youth Program over four years, to support 
children and young people aged 8-15 affected by family conflict and at risk of 
homelessness, and their families. This program will also include a new 
therapeutic respite accommodation service.  
 

● Responding to the mental health needs of young people: The online youth 
mental health Orygen MOST platform will be delivered in the ACT. Additional 
funding has also been provided to Youth & Wellbeing, a community-based youth 
mental health outreach service.  
 

● Enhancing and expanding support within ACT public schools: This includes 
continuing to ensure that all secondary students have access to a personal 
device, including free internet access for those who require it. Additional youth 
and social workers will be placed within schools, and a new central team 
established to support these positions. Grants will be available to disadvantaged 
families to assist them to meet their educational expenses, and a trial will 
commence at five schools to provide breakfast and lunch to students. There is a 
focus on improving gender equality and inclusion within schools, and 
continuation of a program providing legal services and education to college 
students. 
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Our Response to the ACT Budget 2021-22 
 
The Youth Coalition’s key areas of advocacy to the government, industry and community over 
recent years have focused on youth homelessness, mental health, family support and 
education. Our response to key elements of the ACT Budget is provided below.  
 

1. We congratulate the ACT Government on supporting the Safe and Connected Youth 
Program 

 
The ACT Government will provide $7 million over four years for the Safe and Connected Youth: 
Coordinated Service Response Program. This Program will support children and young people 
aged 8-15 at risk of homelessness, and their families, with a suite of services, including family 
support, mediation and outreach. It will also respond to the critical gap in accommodation 
services for children and young people in this age group, by establishing a therapeutic respite 
accommodation service.  
 
This is an historic and welcome investment of new funding towards preventing youth 
homelessness by providing early support to children, young people and their families. The 
support and accommodation gaps for young people under the age of 16 has been raised as an 
ongoing concern by the ACT youth and homelessness sectors for 20 years. This new funding 
will support children and young people to reduce their risk of homelessness, involvement with 
statutory child protection or youth justice systems, and disengagement from education. It will 
support families to improve parenting skills and strengthen family functioning, and to keep 
children and young people safe and well.   
 
By providing early support to families, the Safe and Connected Youth Program is also a 
necessary first step towards supporting the ACT to raise the minimum age of criminal 
responsibility (MACR) from 10 to 14; and begins to address the gap in support services for 
children and young people in the ‘middle years’. We note that the ACT Government has also 
committed $795,000 over the next two years to support the development of reforms 
associated with MACR. We look forward to continuing to work in partnership to ensure that 
appropriate supports are in place to prevent children and young people from coming into 
contact with the justice system and to support improved outcomes.   
 

2. Our greatest concern and challenge going forward is youth mental health  
 
As described in the ACT Budget, mental health for children and young people in the ACT is an 
ongoing concern, exacerbated by the current and future impact of the COVID-19 crisis. We 
welcome the funding provided through the COVID-19 Response Mental Health Support Package, 
and additional funding initiatives, including to deliver the digital Orygen MOST Platform, and 
funding for Youth & Wellbeing, a community-based youth mental health outreach service.  
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2.1 Considerations regarding the implementation of Orygen MOST in the ACT 
 
Orygen MOST (Moderated Online Social Therapy) is an evidence-based digital platform for 
young people aged 12-25, which provides a personalised therapy journey with activities and 
tools.1 It is intended to be integrated with face-to-face services. In Victoria, young people are 
eligible to use the MOST platform if they are accessing headspace or specialist youth mental 
health services, as a tool to use alongside their service engagement.  
 
It will be necessary for the ACT Government to consider how the MOST platform will be most 
effectively implemented in the ACT, to ensure that young people accessing clinical community-
based services other than headspace and CAMHS will also be eligible to access the platform. 
Furthermore, we note that the soon to be launched ACT child and youth mental health 
navigation portal is intended to provide support to children and young people who are on 
waiting lists to access local clinical services. These young people may also benefit from being 
supported to access the MOST platform.  
 

2.2 Enhancing supports for parents of children and young people with mental health concerns 
 
Funding in the ACT Budget to Parentline to provide counselling to parents is a valuable first 
step towards improving support for parents to access help to address their own needs, and to 
improve their responses to their children and young people. Increasing parenting skills and 
improving family functioning plays an important part in supporting mental health outcomes for 
children and young people, particularly adolescents, and children in the ‘middle years’.   
 
The Capital Health Network funds the WOKE program at the University of Canberra, as well as 
Stepping Stones at CatholicCare. WOKE provides Dialectical Behavioural Therapy group 
sessions for young people aged 15-21, and their parents, to improve emotional regulation and 
develop skills to reduce social and emotional issues. Stepping Stones is a trauma service for 
children under the age of 12. They provide therapeutic support to children with trauma 
experiences, while also delivering the ‘Tuning into Kids’ program to their parents. 
 
Both of these programs provide clinical support to children and young people, while 
concurrently working with parents to strengthen parenting skills and the parent-child 
relationship. These two service models are examples of effective, evidence-based programs 
that are responding to the needs of children and young people while also building parenting 
skills and strengthening family functioning. It would be valuable for the ACT Government to 
consider how similar service models could be delivered in other community-based and 
government mental health settings, building upon existing programs.  
 

2.3 Understanding and responding to the mental health needs of young people aged 16-25 
 
The ACT Budget notes the impact of COVID-19 upon young people starting out in their careers 
or who have lost employment opportunities due to the pandemic. The pandemic has also 

 
1 For more information, see https://www.orygen.org.au/Clinical-Care/Clinical-services/Moderated-
Online-Social-Therapy  

https://www.orygen.org.au/Clinical-Care/Clinical-services/Moderated-Online-Social-Therapy
https://www.orygen.org.au/Clinical-Care/Clinical-services/Moderated-Online-Social-Therapy
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created challenges for young people participating in education, including in tertiary education, 
further exacerbating mental health concerns for this cohort. Academic stress is a leading 
cause of mental health issues for young people in the ACT.2 
 
Work is underway between the ACT Government and the community to better understand and 
develop recommendations for children and young people who experience difficulties having 
their mental health needs met (known as the ‘missing middle’), and for young people who have 
complex needs or trauma experiences. Building on these projects, and noting the upcoming 
development of an adolescent unit within Canberra Health Services to support young people 
aged 12-16, there is a need to more closely examine the mental health needs, service 
experiences and service gaps for young people aged 16 to 25. Young people in this age group 
experience a dip in mental health services as they transition to adulthood, and will continue to 
be adversely affected by the ongoing impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic.    
 

3. Enhanced and expanded supports within ACT public schools 
 
We welcome the range of expanded support that will be delivered within ACT public schools, 
with the focus on supporting equitable access to and engagement with education. The 
continuation of programs to deliver legal services to college students and provide access to 
Chromebooks for secondary students, with free internet access for those who require it, are 
positive initiatives. The ACT Budget will also provide grants to disadvantaged families to assist 
them to meet their educational expenses, and conduct a trial within five schools to provide 
breakfast and lunch to students three days a week.    
 
Establishing additional youth workers, social workers, and learning professionals / support 
staff positions will provide valuable in-school supports for children and young people. Funding 
will also establish a new central team that will provide professional support, as well as assist 
with the recruitment and coordination of the new youth and social workers. This is a positive 
step towards ensuring that these workers can achieve positive outcomes for students in 
schools, and provides an opportunity to support school-based welfare staff to build 
relationships and partnerships with community-based practitioners and services. We would 
welcome the opportunity to support the Education Directorate in further developing this 
initiative.  
 

4. Funding for a new building for Gugan Gulwan Youth Aboriginal Corporation 
 
The ACT Budget will fund the construction of a purpose-built facility for Gugan Gulwan Youth 
Aboriginal Corporation (GGYAC) on their current premises in Wanniassa. The need for a new 
facility for GGYAC has been in discussion for several years, and we are pleased that a 
commitment and significant funding of $15 million has been allocated to the construction of a 
new facility. 
 
 
 

 
2 Office for Mental Health and Wellbeing (2020). Review of children and young people in the ACT.  
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5. Supporting access to training opportunities for young people  
 
The ACT Budget notes the impact of COVID-19 on young people who are starting out in their 
careers or who have lost employment opportunities. The ACT Budget includes funding for 
additional free training places for young people who experience barriers in the labour market, 
as part of the JobTrainer Fund, along with providing additional funding for apprenticeships, 
traineeships and other vocational education activities. Support will also be provided to the 
tourism, accommodation, arts, and hospitality sectors; industries which employ high rates of 
young people.  
 
We note the challenges and limitations in boosting employment opportunities at a 
jurisdictional level, particularly in a challenging economic environment. Youth unemployment in 
the ACT, at 6.8% in August 2021, is currently lower than in other states, and the national youth 
unemployment rate of 10.7%.3 On the other hand, the cost of housing in the ACT, including rent, 
has risen significantly, with adverse effects for young people experiencing unemployment or 
who are underemployed. The impact of this upon young people, along with their participation in 
the ACT employment market over coming years, needs to be closely monitored.  
 

6. Climate change initiatives 
 
The ACT Budget includes a range of initiatives to support the environment and climate. While 
these initiatives are not youth-specific, we note that climate change is an area of concern to 
young people in Canberra, and support funding in this area.   
 
Where to from here?  
 
This Budget Briefing will be provided to the ACT Legislative Assembly and ACT Government 
Directorates to inform the Budget Estimates process over coming weeks, and will also inform 
our ongoing advocacy work.  
 
We will continue to work closely with the community sector and the ACT Government to 
progress the core priorities outlined in this briefing. This will include the development of key 
priorities for our upcoming submission to the 2022-23 ACT Budget. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
3 ACT Government, Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development. (September 2021). Labour 
Force - August 2021. See: 
https://www.treasury.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/399983/LF.pdf/_recache  

https://www.treasury.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/399983/LF.pdf/_recache
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About the Youth Coalition of the ACT 
 
The Youth Coalition of the ACT is the peak body for young people aged 12-25 in the ACT, and 
those who work with them. We undertake policy analysis, sector development, advocacy, 
research and projects that respond to current issues.  
 
If you work in the youth or community sector, or have an interest in youth affairs in the ACT, 
please subscribe to the Youth Coalition eBulletin at www.youthcoalition.net.  
 
  

http://www.youthcoalition.net/
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Summary of ACT Budget announcements affecting young people and 
their families 
 
For a comprehensive overview and analysis of spending across the broader ACT community, 
please refer to the ACTCOSS Budget Response.  
 

Initiative Funding Details 

Community Services Directorate 

Community Sector 
Partnerships - More 
support for community 
sector organisations 

$4 million over 
four years 

The Government will increase funding to community sector 
organisations to support them to meet higher wage costs 
following the recent Fair Work Commission decision to 
increase the national minimum wage and all award wages by 
2.5 per cent. 

COVID-19 Response – 
Community support 
package 

$1.1 million over 
one year 

The Government will provide increased economic and social 
support in response to the impact of the current COVID-19 
public health emergency on the community, particularly for 
Canberrans with a disability, older Canberrans and people 
experiencing financial hardship. Includes increased funding for 
community organisations to provide crisis and emergency 
support.  

COVID-19 Response 
continuation – More 
support to improve food 
security 

$475,000 over 
four years (cost 
offset to $0) 

The Government will support the transition of the Canberra 
Relief Network (CRN) to a community-led model to provide 
planning, data collection and a streamlined response to food 
security beyond the public health emergency of COVID-19. 

Deliver a purpose-built 
facility with the Gugan 
Gulwan Youth Aboriginal 
Corporation  

$14.8 million The Government will fund the construction of a purpose-built 
facility for Gugan Gulwan Youth Aboriginal Corporation on their 
current premises in Wanniassa.  

Implementing legislative 
agenda – Modernising the 
Children and Young 
People Act 2008 

$1.9 million over 
three years 

The Government will revise the Children and Young People Act 
2008 to ensure a quality legislative framework for the ACT's 
child protection and family support system. 

Improving safety at 
Bimberi Youth Justice 
Centre 

$918,000  The Government will implement safety improvements at 
Bimberi Youth Justice Centre to address the terms of an 
enforceable undertaking between CSD and WorkSafe ACT. 

Integrated Service 
Response Program  

$4.4 million over 
four years 

The Government will expand the Integrated Service Response 
Program to provide case coordination and emergency funding 
for people with disability with high and complex needs not met 
by the National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS). The 
program supports people who may not be eligible for the NDIS 
due to residency requirements and provides board and lodging 
for children who can no longer live in their family home due to 
disability. 

Maintaining systems, 
supporting practice – 
Record Information 
System  

$6.4 million over 
four years 

The Government will further develop the Child and Youth 
Record Information System (CYRIS) to ensure high quality 
information is available to comprehensively assess the risk 
experienced by vulnerable children and young people.  
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More support for the 
Children and Young 
People Equipment Loan 
Service 

$678,000 over 
four years 

The Government will continue the Children and Young People 
Equipment Loan Service (CAYPELS) and develop a service 
planning model to inform the future operation of the service. 
The Government will also refresh specialised paediatric 
equipment provided by CAYPELS. 

Safe and Connected 
Youth Program 

$7 million over 
four years 

The Government will deliver a coordinated service response 
and respite accommodation program for children and young 
people aged eight to 15 years affected by family conflict and at 
risk of homelessness and/or engagement with the child 
protection and youth justice systems. Funding was provided in 
the August 2020 Economic and Fiscal Update to refurbish the 
respite accommodation for this initiative.  

Critical domestic and 
family violence support 
in health and community 
settings  

$162,000 over 
four years, with 
partial funding 
from the Safer 
Families Levy 

The Government will continue funding the Health Justice 
Partnership program, which provides wrap-around health and 
legal support in healthcare settings, primarily to pregnant 
women and new families experiencing or at risk of domestic 
and family violence. This initiative will be partially funded by the 
Safer Families Levy and continues the support for new parents 
experiencing domestic and family violence which was initially 
piloted as a Family Safety Hub in the 2019-20 Budget. 

Family Violence Safety 
Action Pilot – 
continuation 

Funded from the 
Safer Families 
Levy 

The Government will increase capacity for the Family Violence 
Safety Action Pilot to respond to high-risk situations of 
domestic and family violence by sharing information to 
identify, assess and manage risk. The Pilot also provides case 
management, case coordination and support for individuals 
and families.  

Frontline domestic 
violence and rape crisis 
services  

Funded from the 
Safer Families 
Levy 

The Government will provide ongoing funding for the Canberra 
Rape Crisis Centre (CRCC) and the Domestic Violence Crisis 
Service (DVCS) and provide additional support in 2021-22 
reflecting the increase in demand as a result of COVID-19. 

Private rental assistance 
for people experiencing 
domestic violence 

$318,000 over two 
years, with partial 
funding from 
Safer Families 
Levy 

The Government will increase support for individuals and 
families experiencing domestic and family violence through the 
Safer Families Assistance Program. The Government will also 
fund the development and design of a new assistance program 
in collaboration with the domestic and family violence and 
housing and homelessness sectors. 

Safer Families 
Collaboration Program 

Funded from the 
Safer Families 
Levy 

The Government will continue the partnership between the 
Child and Youth Protection Service and the Domestic Violence 
Crisis Service to improve responses to children and young 
people and their families experiencing domestic and family 
violence in the context of child protection services. 

Strengthening domestic 
and family violence 
responses for the 
Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander 
community 

$646,000 over 
four years, with 
partial funding 
from the Safer 
Families Levy 

The Government will provide funding to scope and design 
appropriate community led responses to address the trauma 
and harm from domestic and family violence for the Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander community. 

Strengthening sexual 
assault prevention and 
response  

$1.3 million over 
four years, with 
partial funding 
from the Safer 
Families Levy 

The Government will establish a Sexual Assault Prevention and 
Response Steering Committee and related working groups with 
expert community organisations and representatives to make 
recommendations to government on prevention, response, law 
reform and sexual harassment and assault in the workplace. 
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Education Directorate 

Digital access and equity Costs offset  The Government will continue to provide all new ACT public 
school students in years 7 to 12 with access to a personal 
device to support their learning. Since 2019, all students in 
years 7 through 12 have been supplied with a Chromebook. The 
Government will also provide free internet access for 
secondary students requiring support and additional eSafety 
supports for students, families and schools. 

Disability Education 
Review 

$450,000 over 
two years 

The Government will undertake a review of education for 
students with a disability in ACT public schools and develop an 
inclusion strategy, in consultation with the community, 
including students and their families. 

Equitable enrolment 
adjustment 

$21 million over 
four years 

The Government will continue to support an increase in 
students with additional needs in ACT public schools. The 
funding will provide the equivalent of 42 full-time learning 
professionals and support staff to meet significant growth in 
the ACT school system between 2020 and 2021. Support will be 
targeted at students with disability, Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander students, students from culturally and 
linguistically diverse backgrounds and students with lower 
socio-economic status. 

Future of Education 
Equity Fund 

$9.3 million over 
four years 

The Government will establish a Future of Education Equity 
fund to provide grants to disadvantaged families to support 
them to meet their educational expenses. The cost of this 
component of the initiative will be partially offset by the funds 
available in the existing Secondary Bursary Scheme. The 
Government will also deliver a two-year trial at five schools to 
provide breakfast and lunch for students three days a week. 

Gender equality in our 
schools 

$2 million over 
four years 

The Government will provide a whole-of-school approach to 
preventing domestic and family violence and reducing 
discrimination and harassment by creating a culture of gender 
equality and inclusion. This includes gender equality coaching, 
professional learning and the provision of materials to support 
inclusion.  

Headstart pilot program $2.2 million over 
three years 

The Government will deliver the Headstart pilot program to 
provide 50 senior secondary school students with the 
opportunity to complete an apprenticeship and extend their 
ACT senior secondary certification by a year. 

More social and youth 
workers in schools 

$7.3 million over 
four years 

The Government will employ additional youth and social 
workers to support teachers, students, and families across 
ACT public schools. Youth and social workers provide targeted 
support to reduce challenging and complex behaviours that 
compromise learning and wellbeing. The Government will also 
establish a new central team that will provide professional 
supports as well as assisting with the recruitment and 
coordination of the new youth and social workers. 

Muliyan Off-Campus 
Flexible Learning 
Program 

$9 million over 
four years 

The Government will continue the Muliyan Off-Campus Flexible 
Learning program to support 30 vulnerable students. The 
Government will also continue to provide culturally safe 
supports for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children who 
are disengaged or disengaging with education. 
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Reducing violence in 
schools 

$5.9 million over 
four years 

The Government will provide additional resources to the 
Education Directorate’s Occupational Violence and Complex 
Case Management Team to continue improving work health 
and safety and address occupational violence incidents in ACT 
public schools.  

Schools legal liaison $445,000 over 
four years 

The Government will continue the Schools Legal Liaison 
program to provide college students and their families with 
greater access to legal services and education on legal issues. 

Expansion of Margaret 
Hendry Primary School 
and new Taylor high 
school 

$4.2 million over 
four years 

The Government will expand the Margaret Hendry Primary 
School and construct a new high school in Taylor. The 
expansion of Margaret Hendry Primary School will be 
completed by the start of the 2023 school year and provide an 
additional 600 places. The new high school in Taylor will 
provide 800 permanent places and is scheduled to open for the 
2024 school year.  

New and Expanded 
Schools – Future 
planning  

$12.5 million over 
four years 

The Government will undertake feasibility studies, master 
planning and forward design works for new and expanded 
schools in the Inner South, the Inner North, Molonglo and 
Central Belconnen regions and for specialist school services in 
the north of Canberra. 

New and expanded 
schools – Increasing 
school capacity 

$8.7 million over 
four years 

The Government will install new Modular Learning Centres 
across Canberra to meet projected enrolment growth. This 
initiative builds on the 13 Modular Learning Centres across 11 
schools in Canberra funded through the August 2020 Economic 
and Fiscal Update. 

Narrabundah College 
modernisation 

$600,000 over 
one year 

The Government will continue to plan and design the 
modernisation of Narrabundah College to meet the needs of 
future students, teachers and the community.  

ACT Health Directorate and Canberra Health Services 

Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander specific 
mental health services  

$2.2 million offset 
to $250,000 over 
four years 

The Government will provide ongoing funding for a culturally 
appropriate Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Suicide 
Prevention Program that focusses on community-based 
suicide prevention, intervention, postvention and aftercare. 

Addressing unmet need 
in sexual health support 
for people with disability 

Costs offset The Government will provide ongoing funding for Sexual Health 
and Family Planning ACT to provide sexual health education, 
information and support services for people with disability. 

Continuing to support 
the Home Assessment 
and Acute Response 
Team 

Costs offset The Government will continue support for the Home 
Assessment and Acute Response Team (HAART) program, 
which provides urgent mental health assessment and 
intervention, helping to reduce hospital admissions. 

Implementation of the 
LGBTIQ+ Scoping Study 
recommendations  

Costs offset The Government will develop a detailed implementation plan 
and begin to deliver on the recommendations from the final 
report of the ACT Health Directorate’s LGBTIQ+ Health Scoping 
Study. Specific funding is committed to partner with the 
LGBTIQ+ community to finalise development of a model of care 
to deliver a gender-focused peer-led health service –a key 
priority of the scoping study recommendations. 

More support for Costs of $8.5 The Government will provide funding to community 
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community delivered 
mental health 

million over four 
years offset by 
the Health 
Funding Envelope 

organisations for mental health programs targeting early 
intervention, including the Moderated Online Social Therapy 
program (MOST), CatholicCare’s Youth & Wellbeing program 
and the Parentline counselling service. 

COVID-19 Response – 
Mental health support 
package 

$260,000 over 
one year, with 
partial funding 
from the COVID-
19 Response Fund 

The Government will support the delivery of additional mental 
health services to Canberrans affected by the COVID-19 
pandemic and associated lockdowns. This assistance builds on 
funding the Government provided to a range of community-
based mental health programs as part of the 2020-21 COVID-19 
Mental Health Support Package and complements the 
additional support package funded through the 2021-22 COVID-
19 Response Fund. 

Expanding acute mental 
health services 

Costs offset by 
Health Funding 
Envelope 

The Government will establish 10 additional acute mental 
health inpatient beds at the Canberra Hospital in the 
refurbished Ward 12B and provide funding for additional High 
Dependency capacity at the Adult Mental Health Unit to meet 
increased demand for mental health treatment.  

Implementing a patient 
navigation service 

Costs offset by 
Health Funding 
Envelope 

The Government will establish a Patient Navigation Service to 
better coordinate care across the health system for people 
with chronic and complex conditions, or who are vulnerable or 
disadvantaged. The program will commence with a Paediatric 
Liaison and Navigation Service, and scoping and 
implementation of a broader patient navigation service. 

Winnunga Health 
services for Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander 
detainees at the AMC 

$838,000 over 
one year, with 
partial funding 
from the Health 
Funding Envelope 

The Government will provide funding to support the 
continuation of Winnunga’s holistic model of health service 
delivery to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander detainees at 
the Alexander Maconochie Centre (AMC). 

Fixed-site pill testing 
pilot 

Costs offset by 
Health Funding 
Envelope 

The Government will support a six-month pilot for a fixed-site 
pill testing service to determine service demand and 
community support for a future permanent fixed-site pill 
testing service in the Territory. 

Reducing harm from 
addiction and overdoses 

Costs offset by 
Health Funding 
Envelope 

The Government will expand the existing Needle and Syringe 
Program and explore options for a Medically Supervised 
Injecting Facility, including a suitable service model and a 
potential location. 

More alcohol and other 
drug services – Watson 
Health Precinct 
redevelopment 

Costs offset by 
Health Funding 
Envelope 

The Government will commence design work on the 
redevelopment of the Watson Health Precinct to deliver a 
world class, community-led alcohol and other drug and mental 
health treatment precinct for those most in need. 
The funding will provide for preliminary design of a new 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander residential alcohol and 
other drug rehabilitation facility. It will also support design 
work for the redevelopment of the Ted Noffs Foundation and 
CatholicCare facilities currently located on the site. 

Housing ACT 

Expanding specialist 
homelessness service 
capacity 

$8.6 million over 
three years 

The Government will expand the capacity of existing 
homelessness services, including specialist homelessness 
programs that commenced operation during the COVID-19 
pandemic.  
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Growing and renewing 
public housing – Securing 
high quality public 
housing 

$80 million over 
three years 

The Government will deliver significant additional public 
housing repairs and maintenance including kitchen upgrades, 
domestic violence security works and disability modifications. 
This maintenance program will be managed in parallel with the 
Growth and Renewal program to ensure high quality public 
housing while growing available public housing stock.  

Year three of the Growth 
and Renewal Program 

$19 million over 
four years 

The Government will continue to deliver the Growing and 
Renewing Public Housing program and will provide additional 
capital funding to construct 60 public housing dwellings on 
recently purchased land, further increasing the public housing 
portfolio.  

Justice and Community Safety Directorate 

Better support for 
vulnerable witnesses  

Costs offset The Government will provide funding over two years to 
continue the ACT Intermediary Program for vulnerable 
witnesses, which commenced in January 2020 as part of the 
ACT Government’s response to key criminal justice 
recommendations of the Royal Commission into Institutional 
Responses to Child Sexual Abuse.  

Commonwealth Redress 
Scheme – continuation 

$4.5 million over 
four years 

The Government will continue to deliver on the ACT's 
obligations under the National Redress Scheme for 
Institutional Child Sexual Abuse, which provides redress 
payments, counselling and psychological care to eligible 
survivors of child sexual abuse. 

Community sector 
partnerships – Better 
justice support for 
vulnerable Canberrans  

$2.5 million over 
four years 

The Government will strengthen its support to the Legal Aid 
Commission to meet increased demand for the Commission’s 
services, including its telephone advice service and services to 
support victims of family violence and elder abuse. The 
initiative also supports Legal Aid’s ongoing involvement in the 
Intermediary Scheme, a program launched in early 2020 to 
support vulnerable people engaged in the criminal justice 
system.  

Community sector 
partnerships – 
Community legal 
assistance sector 
support  

$2 million over 
four years 

The Government will provide funding to community-based 
organisations operating in the legal assistance sector, 
including the Aboriginal Legal Service NSW/ACT, Canberra 
Community Law, CARE Inc and the Environmental Defenders 
Office. The funding will ensure these organisations can 
maintain service delivery levels.  

Drug and Alcohol Court – 
more support  

$10 million over 
four years 

The Government will continue its support for the Drug and 
Alcohol Court (DAC) for a further two years, including funding 
staff in Justice and Community Services, ACT Health, ACT 
Policing, Legal Aid and the Community Services Directorate. 
The DAC deals with offending related to serious drug and 
alcohol use. It aims to rehabilitate high risk and high need 
offenders, and protect the community, by providing health and 
justice interventions, while holding people to account for their 
behaviour. 

Galambany Circle 
Sentencing Court 
upgrades  

Costs offset The Government will upgrade the Galambany Circle Sentencing 
court room, including providing a round table and technology 
capability in line with all other court rooms. The Government 
has been supporting the Galambany Circle Sentencing Court 
since its inception in 2004, to provide restorative support to 
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Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander defendants.  

Implementing legislative 
agenda – Reforming the 
minimum age of criminal 
responsibility 

$795,000 over 
two years 

The Government will support the development of reforms 
required to raise the minimum age of criminal responsibility. 

Office of the Aboriginal  
and Torres Strait Islander 
Children’s Commissioner 

$311,000 over one 
year 

The Government will fund a temporary Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Children and Families Advocate, together with a 
support staff member, pending the establishment of an 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Children’s Commissioner.  

Therapeutic Care Court – 
continuation 

Costs offset The Government will support the continuation of the 
Therapeutic Care Court which was established within the ACT 
Children’s Court in 2019-20. This initiative aims to provide 
intensive management and therapeutic support to parents 
involved in care and protection matters, to achieve outcomes 
in the best interest of children and young people. 

Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate 

Boosting Canberrans’ 
skills - JobTrainer 
Extension 

$8.3 million over 
two years 

The Government will participate in the national extension of 
the JobTrainer Fund to provide free training places for young 
people and others who face barriers in the labour market. The 
Fund will support the delivery of free training places in areas of 
skills need or employment growth, supporting the economic 
recovery from COVID-19 in the ACT. 

Boosting Canberrans’ 
Skills –More support for 
vocational education and 
training and 
apprenticeships  

$2.2 million over 
one year 

The Government will provide additional funding for 
apprenticeships, traineeships and other vocational education 
activities through the User Choice (Australian Apprenticeships) 
and Skilled Capital programs, as well as to support delivery of 
existing skills and vocational education training programs in 
the transition to a new National Skills Agreement, which is 
scheduled to be finalised in 2022.  

Casey Community 
Recreation Park  

$257,000 The Government will design, construct and maintain a 
community recreation park in Casey to support the health and 
recreation needs of the local community.  

Continuing 
implementation of the 
Wellbeing Framework 

$3.2 million over 
four years 

The Government will proceed with the next stage of the 
Wellbeing Framework, including: reporting on the wellbeing of 
specific groups (such as children and young people, and 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples); reviewing 
strategic and accountability indicators; evaluation of wellbeing 
outcomes; building evidence around initiatives that support 
wellbeing; and, producing data on wellbeing in the ACT.  

Coombs Community 
Facility 

$340,000 The Government will establish a new community facility in 
Coombs at the site of the Coombs Community Precinct to 
support community groups and provide access to a 
multipurpose facility in the Molonglo region as the community 
grows. The Community Activity Centre will accommodate up to 
100 people. 

COVID-19 Response–
Additional $200 rebate 
for Canberra's most 
vulnerable 

$6.2 million over 
one year 

The Government will provide an additional one-off $200 
increase in the Utilities Concession to support those 
households most in need during the current COVID-19 
outbreak. Around 31,000 households receiving the Utilities 
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Concession will automatically receive the additional $200 
rebate on their next electricity bill. Eligible households include 
those with Centrelink Pensioner Concession Card holders, 
Department of Veterans’ Affairs Pensioner Concession Card or 
Gold Card holders, and ACT Services Access Card holders.  

COVID-19 response 
continuation – ACT 
Hardship Fund 

$250,000 over 
one year (costs 
offset through 
previously 
committed 
resources) 

The Government will extend the ACT Hardship Fund for a 
further 12 months to 30 June 2022. The ACT Hardship Fund 
provides financial assistance to individuals who are unable to 
work as a result of being tested for, or contracting, COVID-19 
and are ineligible for other forms of support. Payments of up to 
$1,500 are available on application for those experiencing 
financial hardship to help protect our community and most 
vulnerable Canberrans.  

Gungahlin Community 
Centre – feasibility and 
design 

$300,000 The Government will undertake a feasibility study into the 
community facility needs of the Gungahlin Town Centre and 
surrounding area and, through a community co-design 
process, develop concept designs to inform potential 
development and construction.  

More support for trans, 
gender diverse and 
intersex Canberrans 

$624,000 over 
four years 

The Government will continue to support A Gender Agenda 
(AGA) in delivering specialist services to trans, gender diverse 
and intersex people. 

Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate 

Climate action – 
Adaptation and 
resilience  

$2.4 million over 
four years 

The Government will continue to deliver its climate change 
adaptation commitments, including improved living 
infrastructure, climate data and risk-based assessments, and 
supporting community action and awareness. 

Vulnerable Household 
Energy Support Scheme 

$3.2 million over 
four years 

The Government will commence delivery of the five-year 
Vulnerable Household Energy Support Scheme to improve 
housing quality and reduce energy hardship among vulnerable 
households. The program will apply to public and private rental 
properties, as well as eligible low-income homeowners.  

Gungahlin Common 
Ground Build to Rent  

$640,000 over 
one year 

The Government will support initial works and planning and 
design for the first stage of a build-to-rent affordable rental 
project, co-located with Common Ground Gungahlin. 

Transport Canberra and City Services Directorate 

Better play spaces and 
dog parks 

Costs offset The Government will deliver new or upgraded play spaces for 
six Canberra suburbs, with improvements to be undertaken at 
play spaces in Kaleen, Ngunnawal, Chisholm, Gordon, Lyons 
and Aranda over the next four years. This will include upgrades 
to existing play facilities or the addition of new facilities like 
nature play, climbing structures and bike pump tracks.  
 
The Government will also deliver more dedicated dog parks, 
with two new parks to be established in the Lanyon Valley and 
Franklin. This initiative includes funding to undertake refresh 
works at the existing dog parks in Casey and O’Connor.  

Improving sport and 
recreation facilities 

$208,000 The Government will continue to invest in sport and recreation 
facilities through providing lighting and amenity upgrades at 
Mawson Playing Fields and Kambah District Playing Fields, and 
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cricket facility upgrades at Taylor and Melba. 

Tuggeranong Foreshore 
improvements 

Costs offset The Government will undertake major improvements to the 
Tuggeranong Foreshore precinct from Reed Street South to 
Tuggeranong Town Park. This will include delivering a new 
playground, new street furniture and improved canopy cover 
and other upgrades in consultation with the Tuggeranong 
community. 

Yerrabi Pond District 
Park 

Costs offset The Government will undertake feasibility and design for 
improvements to the public realm surrounding Yerrabi Pond in 
Gungahlin. This will include feasibility and design scoping for 
improved car parking, delivery of improved public toilet 
facilities, lighting and picnic facilities for this popular 
Gungahlin recreation site. 
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